
Creative HERITAGE

GLASS delves into the creative processes 
behind one of Paris's most 

beloved jewellery houses 

Serpent Bohtmeyellow gold earrings and ring 

F
ounded in 1858, Boucheron is one of the oldest 
jewellery maisons in Paris, headquartered in the 
same location on Place Vend6me since 1893. In 
2011, the Maison appointed Claire Choisne as 
Creative Director and Pierre Bouissou as CEO, 
and together they brought a fresh perspective to 

the brand. Choisne and Bouissou have spent the past three 
years working to create pieces that respected the :Maison's 
heritage while providing a modern, creative edge. 

Glass had the fortunate opportunity to char with Choisne and 
Bouissou in Paris about two of their most iconic collections; 
The Qliatre collection rings, which are incredibly modern, 
versatile, pionnering and quite simply unlike anything else in 
the fine jewellery world, and the Serpent collection which is 
romantic, bohemian and rooted in the brand's heritage - the 
first serpent necklace was given by l\.lonsiuer Boucheron to his 
wife as a symbol of love and protection. 

\Vhat is the inspiration behind the Boucheron Q!iatre ring? 
Choisne: Qtatre is the modern expression of Boucheron's 

creativity - an exclusive, sculptural and graphic collection that 
celebrates the Maison's iconic visual codes. Much more than a 
jewel, the Qyatre ring is a jewellery sculpture - a work of art. It 
is a bold statement of style and independence as well as a state 
of mind with its edgy, contemporary motifs. 

\Vhat is the significance of the four bands of the Q!iatre ring? 
\Vhat do they represent about the Boucheron brand and its 
heritage? 

Choisne: The magic of the Qtatre collection lies in the 
extraordinary skills of the "Hands of Light" (Boucheron's name 
for their artisans and craftsmen in the workshop) creating 
each of the four iconic bands. The double gadroon (a motif 
that has been present throughout the Maison's history) is 
one of the oldest Boucheron designs. This technique, which 
joins individual gold rings together, was created by Frederic 
Boucheron in 1889. It was then reinterpreted over the years, 

through timeless and instantly classic pieces such as the famous 
Reflet watch created in 1947. The Claus de Paris is a reminder 
of the cobblestones of the City of Light especially those of 
the Place Vend6me. The diamond-paved band is another 
Boucheron legend with its mirror-setting technique resulting in 
magical reflections. The fourth band uses another motif dear 
to the Maison, the Grosgrain. This is a goldsmithing miracle 
made possible only through high precision hammering and 
chiselling. Full of volume and instantly graphic, it is the vertical 
and powerful counter response to the soft horizontality of the 
ring. 

\Vhat are the differences between the four Quatre ring 
collections? For whom are they designed? 

Choisne: Both timeless and eternal, the Qtarre ring changes 
according to the desire, personality and mood of the person 
wearing it. It assumes different colours and materials in order 
to continually renew itself and surprise every time. \.Vhether 
you are looking for a timeless classic (Qtatre Classique) or a 
piece with refreshing modernity (Quatre \Vhite Edition), an 
edgy version (Qiatre Black Edition) or a pure monochrome 
ring (Quatre Radiant Edition), both men and women can find 
the perfect one to accompany them through the most beautiful 
moments of their lives. 

How does the Quatre classique differ from the other 
collections? 

Bouissou: Although it was highly innovative, the first Quatre 
collection created in 2004 was immediately viewed as a classic. 
A purely timeless piece with its four bands in white, pink and 
yellow gold as well as brown PVD gold (gold that is colour 
treated to give it its unique brown colour), this creation is the 
epitome of the Boucheron savoir-faire and design. 

\Vhat does choice of jewellery say about a person? 
Choisne: Whilst the Qiatre may attract aficionados that 

seek a modern twist and graphic interpretation in a jewel, the 
woman purchasing a piece of the Serpent Boheme collection, 
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A design for the serpent necklace, 1878 
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